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BAUCUS
SPEECH BY
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
CAPITOL HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT
HELENA, MONTANA
MAY 24, 1981
MR. KENNY, TEACHERS, PARENTS, RELATIVES; FRIENDS, MIKE,
AS PRESIDENT OF YOUR CLASS, GLEN, AS STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT,
AND GRADUATES ...
I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE GOOD FORTUNE-TO JOIN YOU THIS
EVENING IN YOUR GRADUATION CEREMONY FOR THE 318 SENIORS OF
THE CAPITAL HIGH CLASS OF 1981.
THE FUTURE FOR THIS CLASS SEEMS PROMISING, GIVEN THE
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS LISTED IN YOUR COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM.
YOU HAVE FOUR VALEDICTORIANS:. MIKE, KEN HILL, BRUCE DUNCAN,
AND LOwIs CAWFIELD. YOU ALSO HAVE TWO SALUTATORIANS: KEN OLSEN,
AND CHRISTINE SHAW. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU.
THE AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS EARNED BY THE MEMBERS OF YOUR
CLASS, THE ARRAY OF ACTIVITIES DURING YOUR YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL,
AND THE COMPOSITE TALENTS PROVIDE A TRUE STAMP OF DISTINCTION
AND IDENTITY FOR THE CAPITAL HILL CLASS OF 1981.
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TO ALL OF YOU.GRADUATES TONIGHT, I WANT YOU TO THINK
BACK ON THE PREVIOUS 12 YEARS OF SCHOOL AND ASK YOURSELVES WHERE
THE TIME HAS GONE. WHEN IT BOILS RIGHT DOWN TO IT, I'LL BET
THE TIME SEEMS REALLY SHORT. IT'S CERTAINLY TRUE FOR ME.
IN SOME WAYS, IT SEEMS LIKE ONLY YESTERDAY THAT I WAS
SITTING THROUGH A COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS FOR THIS SCHOOL JUST
LIKE YOU ARE THIS EVENING, LIKE YOU, I WAS ANXIOUS FOR IT
TO BE OVER. AFTER ALL, THERE ARE BETTER THINGS TO DO THAN TO
LISTEN TO A SENATOR SPOUT PEARLS OF WISDOM..
IT WAS ONLY A VERY FEW YESTERDAYS THAT EACH OF YOU WAS
CARRYING YOUR CRAYONS TO THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. BUT THINK
OF THIS FOR A MOMENT: IN A VERY FEW TOMORROWS YOU WILL BE
THE GENERATION THAT IS RUNNING THIS COUNTRY,
-WHEN THAT DAY COMES, YOU'LL ASK YOURSELVES WHERE THE TIME
HAS GONE., THERE IS AN OLD PIECE OF JAPANESE POETRY THAT GOES:
"I ALWAYS KNEW-THAT I'D .WALK THIS ROAD,
BUT I DIDN'T KNOW IT WOULD BE THIS SOON."
(I THINK IT RHYMES IN JAPANESE, BUT I'M NOT REALLY SURE.)
ANYWAY, SOON, VERY SOON, YOU WILL BE WALKING THE ROAD OF
LEADERSHIP OF THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN HISTORY. THAT'S WHY GUYS
LIKE ME COME TO TALK TO YOU ON DAYS LIKE THIS. WE CARE ABOUT
WHAT HAPPENS To AMERICA AND WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU.
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CHARLES KETTERING ONCE REMARKED THAT "WE SHOULD ALL BE
CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE, BECAUSE WE WILL HAVE TO SPEND THE
REST OF OUR LIVES THERE. ' IN LESS THAN 20 YEARS, AT A TIME WHEN
YOU WILL BE IN THE MOST PRODUCTIVE YEARS OF YOUR LIFE, WE WILL
FINISH THIS CENTURY AND MOVE INTO THE NEXT.
WHEN YOU REACH THE YEAR 2000, YOU WILL BE BRIDGING TWO
CENTURIES, ONE WHICH WILL PROVIDE THE LESSONS AND FACTS OF HISTORY,
THE OTHER WI-LL LOOM WITH GREAT PROMISE AND GREAT PERIL. I'M
REMINDED OF A PASSAGE.I RECENTLY READ IN THE INTRODUCTION TO THE
WIDELY DISCUSSED "GLOBAL 200U'REPORT WHICH SAYS:
"IF PRESENT TRENDS CONTINUE, THE WORLD IN 2000 WILL
BE MORE CROWDED, MORE POLLUTED, LESS STABLE ECOLOGICALLY,
AND MORE VULNERABLE TO DISRUPTION IN THE WORLD IN WHICH
WE NOW LIVE, SERIOUS STRESSES INVOLVING POPULATION,
RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT ARE CLEARLY VISIBLE AHEAD.
DESPITE GREATER MATERIAL OUTPUT, THE WORLD'S PEOPLE
WILL BE POORER IN MANY WAYS THAN THEY ARE TODAY.
So WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR US TODAY -- MAY 24, 1981?
IN MY VIEW, IT MEANS THAT WE MUST BE i0LORE AWARE AND MORE
ALERT OF WHAT IS GOING ON-AROUND US. IN SHORT, WE MUST BE MORE
HONEST WITH OURSELVES, A PERSON WHO CLOSES HIS OR HER EYES TO
REALITY AND JUST GOES ALONG HIS OR HER MERRY WAY CAN HARDLY BE
THOUGHT OF AS BEING HONEST, A PERSON WHO PREFERS NOT TO ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT THE FUTURE HOLDS DIFFICULTY WHICH NEEDS PLANNING FOR TODAY
IS NOT AN HONEST PERSON. THAT MAN OR WOMAN IS IN FOR SOME SUFFERING,
AND CHANCES ARE THAT OTHERS WILL SUFFER BECAUSE OF THEIR DISHONESTY.
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HONESTY MEANS ACTION, HE WHO SITS IDLY BY WHILE THE WORLD
AROUND HIM PURSUES LIES IS GUILTY OF THE WORST KIND OF DISHONESTY.
THIS IS ONE REASON WHY I'M HERE TODAY, I AM GOING TO LEVEL WITH
YOU, AND IM NOT GOING TO TELL YOU THAT THE FUTURE IS ALL FLOWERS
AND SMILES. IT'S NOT. AND YOU'VE GOT SOME TOUGH DECISIONS AND
HARD TIMES AHEAD OF YOU,
BUT MY MESSAGE IS NOT INTENDED TO BE ONE OF GLOOM AND DOOM.
RATHER, I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THE HOPE WE MUST HAVE FOR THE
FUTURE. THIS FUTURE IS NOT PREDETERMINED. WE CAN SHAPE IT
WITH EFFORT, WITH IMAGINATION, AND WITH COOPERATION,
EACH OF YOU HAS MADE AND CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE QUALITY
OF FAMILY, OF CLASSROOM.OF COMMUNITY, OF STATE; OF NATION, AND
OF WORLD, BY YOUR CHOICE TO BE PRESENT OR ABSENT, THE POSSIBILITIES
OF ALL OF US ARE ENLARGED OR DIMINISHED.
YOU WILL HAVE MANY HUNDREDS OF CRITICAL DECISIONS ABOUT YOUR
LIFE AND LIVELIHOOD BY THE TIME A VERY FEW TOMORROWS BECOME
YESTERDAY. AND YOU WILL FIND THAT THE WORLD OUT THERE ISN'T
EXACTLY COOPERATIVE IN HELPING YOU MAKE THOSE DECISIONS. IN
FACT, IT CAN BE DOWNRIGHT HOSTILE. AND, IT CAN BE DECEIVING.
IN MY WAY OF THINKING, HONESTY IS THE KEY TO MEETING THAT
WORLD SUCCESSFULLY -- HONESTY WITH YOURSELF -- AND WITH OTHERS.
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KNOW NOW THAT YOU MUST PLAN REALISTICALLY FUR THE FUTURE
AND THAT MUCH HARD WORK IS IN STORE,
SAVE YOURSELF THE PAIN AND DISCOMFORT THAT COMES FROM
THINKING THE WORLD WILL HAND YOU HAPPINESS ON A PLATTER.
KNOW NOW THAT YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS YOUR BRAIN AND YOUR VOICE IF
WE ARE TO AVOID PAST MISTAKES AND TRAGEDIES.
KNOW NOW :THAT YOU CANNOT KEEP QUIET AND EXPECT THE
NATION TO ACT ACCORDING TO YOUR IDEALS AND YOUR CONVICTIONS.
A GERMAN MINISTER, WHO, WHEN BEING LIBERATED FROM THE BUCHENWALD
CONCENTRATION CAMP AT THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR SAID IT WELL:
"THEY CAME FOR THE JEWS, AND SINCE I AM NOT A JEW
I DID NOT PROTEST.
"THEY CAME-FOR THE CATHOLICS AND SINCE I AM NOT
A CATHOLIC, I DID NOT-PROTEST.
THEN THEY CAME FOR ME AND THERE WAS NO ONE LEFT
TO PROTEST.
THE MESSAGE I AM TRYING TO DELIVER IS QUITE SIMPLE: YOU
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. AT THE RISK OF SOUNDING LIKE A POLITICIAN
CAMPAIGNING FOR OFFICE -- WHI.CH I ASSURE YOU I AM NOT -- I WANT
TO REMIND-YOU THAT-PERHAPS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
MEANS BY WHICH YOU CAN CONVEY YOUR BELIEFS IS
EDUCATION ACCORDED TO YOU BY YOUR TEACHERS AND YOUR FAMILY IS
YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE. HARD WON BY MEN AND WOMEN OF GREAT COURAGE
AND CONVICTION, THAT RIGHT AND THAT DUTY IS A DIRECT REFLECTION
OF YOU AND YOUR VALUES.
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I TRUST THAT EACH OF YOU HAS REGISTERED TO VOTE OR WILL
DO SO WHEN YOU TURN 18. HAVING REGISTERED, PLEASE DO NOT FAIL
TO VOTE IN EVERY ELECTION -- BE IT SCHOOL, COMMUNITY, COUNTY,
STATE OR NATIONAL ELECTION.
I AM SENDING THIS MESSAGE NOT BECAUSE I AM SEEKING YOUR
VOTE, BUT BECAUSE I WANT YOU TO REALIZE THE DIFFERENCE THAT
YOU CAN MAKE. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN'YOU THINK OF WHETHER OR NOT
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE THE NEXT TIME YOU VOTE, CONSIDER THE
FOLLOWING:
'IN 16491 ONE VOTE CAUSED CHARLES I OF ENGLAND TO BE
EXECUTED;
IN 1800, ONE VOTE IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ELECTED THOMAS JEFFERSON AND NOT AARON BURR AS PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES;
IN 1824, ONE VOTE.IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ELECTED JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AS-PRESIDENT;
IN 1845, ONE VOTE BROUGHT TEXAS INTO THE UNION;
IN 1868, ONE.VOTE SAVED PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON FROM
IMPEACHMENT;
IN 1923, ONE VOTE GAVE ADOLPH HITLER LEADERSHIP OF THE
NAZI PARTY IN GERMANY;
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* AND THE LANGUAGE WE SPEAK IN OUR NATION WAS DECIDED BY
ONE VOTE IN 1776 THAT GAVE AMERICA THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTEAD
OF GERMAN.
ONCE AGAIN, YOU ARE THE DIFFERENCE. BY YOUR PARTICIPATION
IN NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS; COMMUNITY GROUPS, STATE AND NATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS, YOU CAN MATERIALLY AFFECT THE QUALITY OF ALL OUR
LIVES -- SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY, ENVIRONMENTALLY, AND POLITICALLY.
By YOUR INVOLVEMENT AND YOUR KNOWLEDGE, YOU CAN ASSURE THAT
YOUR VOTES AND YOUR-EFFORTS WILL PRODUCE QUALITY RESULTS. YOUR
VISION AND VITALITY ARE.THE HOPE WE HAVE FOR THE FUTURE, I KNOW
YOU WON T FORGET THAT.
AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE WITH YOU THIS
EVENING.--- CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND BEST WISHES
FOR ALL OF-YOUR FUTURE POSSIBILITIES. I KNOW FROM MEETING MANY OF
YOU THAT THE PROMISE FOR TOMORROW IS BRIGHT BECAUSE OF YOU.
THANK YOU.
